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Preface to the Revised Edition 
 

 A reader would naturally expect that the revised edition of a work 
would contain new information. Alas,  with a few exceptions, this is not the case. A 
glance at the old typewriter font will reveal that with the miracle of a modern 
computer, scanner, and  Power Point, I have been able to reproduce the now twenty-
six year old work by merely copying it. The revision consists of including dozens of 
pictures to illustrate many of the mills that in 1926 became a part of the Indiana 
Limestone Company (ILCO). These photographs are in many collections here in the 
stone district and on the internet but so often pictures in those collections are not 
identified or not identified correctly. Even when they are, people looking at them can 
not help wondering where the quarry or mill scene was located. In a small way this 
work helps correct that problem by giving identity and context to lots of pictures 
without merely being a catalog by adopting the theme of illustrating the original 
mills of ILCO.  Of course the story of the merger is interesting in its own right.  
 
 After each chapter there are ground plans for the mills that were in the 
original work, and newly added maps that are designed to leave the reader in 
absolutely no doubt about just where these mills were located. To insure that the 
mills in each chapter have maps identifying their location, there has been a certain 
amount of duplication. That avoids having to flip several pages to find the suitable 
map for the mills of that chapter.  
 
 The main source for those maps is a wonderful map made in 1931 by 
the Building Association of Indiana, Inc. that measures thirty-three inches wide and 
91 inches long. It shows the ownership of all quarries and mills of the “Indiana 
Oolitic Limestone District, Monroe County, Lawrence County, and Owen County, 
Indiana.” For our purposes that year 1931 is five years after the merger and some 
mills that ILCO acquired no longer exist. In that case I have added maps of my own 
and sometimes have even done so when I thought they provided more clarity. Thus I 
have shown  mills that ILCO once owned but are no longer there in 1931. Sometimes 
I have shown mills that were owned by some of the merging companies that were no 
longer present at the time of the merger. Occasionally I have provided photographs 
that are relevant to the mills but aren’t of the mills themselves. For most of those 
maps I have added  red markings to highlight the mill or mills dealt with in that 
chapter. 
 
 The bulk of those photographs are from a series of aerial pictures 
taken about 1923 that covered most of the district. They are supplemented from my 
collection. I have tried to credit everyone who has supplied those images, but on 
occasion I haven’t a clue where I got the picture. I apologize to those donors.  
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 We must  never forget that those twenty-four limestone 
companies that formed the Indiana Limestone Company actually represented 
over seventy companies that eventually came together as one. Those 
companies were a lot more than little boxes on a flow chart. They were filled 
with the hopes and dreams of entrepreneurs and the toil and sweat of countless 
laborers who in a very literal way contributed a great deal to the building of 
this great nation.  This little paper highlights a small part of their story. 
 

 January, 2016 
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The maps showing the outline drawings of the mills themselves comes from the  
“Property Survey of the Quarry and Mills Properties of the Indiana Limestone 
Company, Bedford, Indiana, in Lawrence and Monroe Counties 1928-1929.” This 
document was in the archives of the Indiana Limestone Co.  Wherever sections of 
that map have been used, I have placed an arrow indicating the NAME of the mill 
or mills under consideration and not the mill itself. There is no explanatory 
information that I have given to indicate just what territory is covered by these 
sections of the overall map. It is assumed that there are enough place names on 
the maps to let the reader figure out where he is.  
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Map No. 1 

15 



Map No. 2 This is from Sheet No. 21 of the 1922 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Bloomington, Indiana. West 
2nd Street is at the top and Rogers Street runs up and down the middle. The ILCO Bowman Mill is circled in 
red. 
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Map No. 3  
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Fig. 1 ILCO Brooks Mill. It was erected by Canadian Morton F. Brooks in 1895 and was 
being used for machinery storage when it burned in 1939. 
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Map No. 4 
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Map No. 5 
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Map No. 6 
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Map No.7 
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Map No. 8 
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Fig. 2 This is the Radley Mill of ILCO. Formerly it was a mill of the Bloomington-Bedford Stone 
Company. 

Fig. 3 This shows the McDoel Mill of ILCO  just above the Public Service 
Power Station. Above that is the site of the old Radley Mill. It is roughly 
circled in red.  
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Map No. 9 
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Map No.10 
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Fig. 4 This is looking west at the ILCO Dickinson Mill. Just to the right of the right most eve of the mill can 
be seen the ILCO Brooks Mill in the distance. It was this picture that allowed the correct identification of 
Fig. 1 as the Brooks Mill. 

Fig. 5 This is looking slightly northeast at the south side of the Dickinson Mill. 
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Fig. 6 This picture is looking northwest at the construction of the Consolidated Stone Company’s Bedford 
Mill.  
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Fig. 7 The 1923 picture shows the  Dickinson Mill when it was the Consolidated Stone Co. Bedford 
Mill. The Dugan Mill is to the right. The Southern Indiana Railroad shops and roundhouse are to the 
left.  

Fig 8 This shows the Consolidated Stone Co. Bedford Mill on the left and the Dugan Stone Co. Mill on 
the right. 41 



Fig. 9 The Consolidated Stone Co. Bedford Mill, later the ILCO Dickinson Mill, is in the middle and the 
Dugan Stone Co. Mill is in the upper right. The view is looking east.  

Fig. 10 This is the original office building for the Consolidated Stone Co. Around 1922 this building was 
replaced (either it burned or was torn down or simply remodeled, by the larger office building shown just 
to the left  of the west end of the Dugan Mill. Remember that the Dugan Mill had become part of the 
Consolidated Stone Co.  42 



Fig. 11 Here the Dickinson Mill is above, the  old Dugan Mill is gone, the office building for the old 
Consolidated Stone Co. is to the right and the L-shaped office building for ILCO is to the left. The 
Consolidated office building shown to the right for many years was the home of the Bedford Little 
Theater. It burned in 1972. 

Fig. 12 Here is the south side of the ILCO Dickinson Mill. 
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Fig 13 This is the ILCO Vernia Mill  at Hunter Valley  in Bloomington. It is the old Consolidated 
Stone Co. Mill No. 1. 

Map No. 11 
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Map. No. 12 
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Fig. 14 The Consolidated Stone Co. Mill No. 1 at Hunter Valley in Bloomington.  

Fig. 15 The Vernia Mill (old Consolidated No. 1) is in the  background and in the foreground a 
workman is removing earth overburden with high powered water. 46 



Fig. 16 The Vernia Mill can be seen in the upper left of this picture. 

Fig. 17 The Vernia Mill is just to the left of the quarry hole that is just below the center of the picture.  
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Fig. 18 The Vernia Mill is at the top and the ILCO Leonard Mill is to the right. This view is looking 
west.  
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Fig. 19 This is looking southwest at the Vernia Mill in the late 1980s. The picture was taken by the 
author. Motorists just west of the cloverleaf on I69 and Highway 46 can look off to the south and 
still (2016) see this mill. 

Fig. 20 Another view by the author of the Vernia Mill taken in the late 1980s. 
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Map. No. 13 
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Map No. 14 
Maps by the author were taken from the unpublished manuscript “Gazetteer of Limestone Mills of Owen, 
Monroe, and Lawrence Counties to 1950,” written in 1989. Thus the legends that identify other mills that 
we are not concerned with in this article.  Wilson Mill is circled in red.  
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Map. No. 15 52 



Fig. 21 The Wilson Mill can be seen in the middle of the picture. This is in the Dark Hollow Quarry 
area northwest of Bedford.  The view is looking slightly northwest. 

Fig. 22 This view is looking slightly southeast at the Wilson Mill in Dark Hollow.  
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Fig. 23 The Wilson Mill at Dark Hollow can be seen in the upper left. The view is looking 
slightly north of west.  

Fig. 24 This view is looking southeast and the Wilson Mill can just be seen between the two 
derricks.  
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Fig. 25 This picture was taken by the author in the late 1980s and shows the same view as the 
previous picture.  

Fig. 26 This picture by the author was taken in 2014 and shows the same view as the two 
previous pictures. Here I am slightly closer to the tipped limestone block than can be seen in 
Fig. 25. 55 



Fig. 27 This picture by the author shows the foundation for Wilson Mill in the late 1980s.  

Fig. 28 This view is looking north over the top of Wilson Mill at Dark Hollow.  
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Map No. 16 

The Vernia Mill covered earlier is 
shown at E above. Of course the 
Hwy 37 is becoming Interstate 69. 
The site of the Crescent Mill is 
circled in red. 
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Map No. 17 
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Fig. 29 Whenever large orders of columns were to be delivered it was always a big deal to the 
stone company’s publicity departments. These columns in 1922 are on their way to  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania for an addition to the state capitol complex. This was such a big deal that the train 
would have had to back onto the square to get this picture. 

Fig. 30 Here the columns are still in Dark Hollow. 
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Fig. 31 The columns are still at Dark Hollow and the photographers are madly at work. 

Fig. 32 This is looking southeast at Horseshoe Bend on the Monon Railroad. 
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Fig. 33 Here the columns are being installed at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Fig. 34 This is the final destination of the Dark Hollow columns at Harrisburg. 
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Map No. 18 
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Map No. 19 
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Map No. 20 

70 



Fig. 35 Here we are looking northeast at the Furst-Kerber Mill No. 1 and its office building in the 
foreground. Stalker School is in the far upper left and O Street runs across diagonally from right to left 
heading north and south on the east end of the mill.  

Fig. 36 This is looking west at the office building for the Furst-Kerber Cut Stone Co. This is in 
the late 1980s and Fig. 35  shows it in the early 1920s. 
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Map No. 21 
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Fig. 37 This is looking southwest at the Furst-Kerber Mill No. 2 north east of Oolitic. 

Fig. 38 This late 1980s picture shows the building no longer a mill. It still (2016) is being utilized but not in 
the limestone business.  

Fig. 39 It is nice when buildings are labeled.  
73 



Fig. 40 The label on the picture from the archives of the successor company to the one that 
manufactured the traveling crane shown is “Furst-Kerber Cut Stone Company, Bedford, Indiana, using a 
twenty-five-ton four-motor Bedford Electric Traveling Crane.” There were, of coarse, two Furst-Kerber 
Mills, but this looks more like it would have been the No. 2 Mill. 

Fig.  41  This picture is clearly labeled Furst Kerber Stone Co. but we don’t know which mill it was in. 
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Fig. 42    Here is another picture of the Furst-Kerber Mill No. 2. It was often called the Furst-Kerber 
Needmore Mill. This view is looking north.  
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Map No. 22 
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Map No. 23 
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Map No. 24 

Fig. 43 This is looking southwest at the Hoadley Stone Co. Mill A in Bloomington. It became the ILCO 
Indiana Mill. 
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Fig. 44 The Hoadley Stone Co. Mill A, later ILCO Indiana Mill) is in the upper right corner. The main 
mill shown is the ILCO Tribune Mill to be discussed later.  

Fig. 45 This is the Hoadley Stone Co. Mill B. Later it became the ILCO Bloomington Mill. This view is 
looking northeast at the south side of the mill.  

Fig. 46 Here we are looking due south at the Hoadley Stone Co. Mill B 
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Map No. 25 

The Wicks Mill mentioned in the text lasted only from 1923 to 1930 and was not very big. The site for 
it is now buried under the cloverleaf for the junction of I69 and Hwy 46. 

83 



84 



85 



Map No. 26 
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Map No. 27 

Fig. 47 The is looking southwest at the J. Hoadley & Sons Co. Mill in Bloomington. Garvey lane is diagonally 
across the bottom. It later became the ILCO Tribune Mill. 
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Fig. 48 The Tribune Mill is in foreground, the Hoadley Stone. Co. Mill A is across Garvey Lane to the north 
and Walnut street is running along the right edge north and south. McDoel Yards is to the left. 

Fig. 49 The Tribune Tower in Chicago.  

Fig. 50 The Tribune Tower in Chicago. Stone for 
this came from the Tribune Mill in Bloomington. 
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Map No. 28 
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Map No. 29 
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Fig. 51 This is looking northwest at the Hoosier Cut Stone Co. Mill which became the ILCO A. W. 
Stone Mill. 

Map No. 30 
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Map No. 31 

Map No. 32 

ILCO McDoel Mill in Bloomington 

Walnut Street or Hwy 37 
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Fig. 52 Rogers Street is running across the bottom of the picture and the RCA plant is to the right. The 
Public Service substation is in the lower middle and directly in the middle is the ILCO McDoel Mill. 

Fig. 53 The Hoosier Stone Co. used the site later. It should not be confused with the Hoosier Cut Stone 
Co. in Bedford. That was a much earlier company. 95 
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Map No. 33 
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Map No. 34 

Map No. 35 

ILCO Thornton Mill 
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Fig. 54 This is the “Blue Hole Mill” of the Chicago and Bedford Stone Co. The site for that mill is shown in 
the next two pictures. 
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Fig. 55 This picture by the author is looking east at the site of the old mill. It was taken in 
2015. 

Fig. 56 This picture of the site of the mill at the Blue Hole Quarry was taken by the author 
in the late 1980s. The view is looking slightly east of north. 
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Map No. 36 

Fig. 36 This mill is that of the 
Bedford Steam Stone Works. It 
became ILCO Thornton Mill. 
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Fig. 58 The ILCO Thornton Mill which had been the old Bedford Steam Stone Works Mill is shown as the 
topmost of the three main structures in this picture. The bottom one is the round house for the Monon 
Railroad. The middle is the Shea & Donnelly Mill A and at its right or east end is the Thornton Mill. The 
vacant lot to the north of the Shea & Donnelly Mill A would be where the company built its office 
building and which is now (2016) Stone City Products. 

Fig. 59 This view is looking east at the ILCO Thornton mill but the picture was surely taken back in the 
days when it was the Bedford Steam Stone Works Mill. 
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