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Apply for a Grading Permit

When to apply:

• Over 1,000 square feet of earth 
is being moved

• Not single-family residential

Other permits needed (potentially):

• Building permit: Monroe County 
Building Department

• Demolition permit: Monroe 
County Building Department

• State-issued permits: Rule 5, 
Floodplain permit
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How to Apply for a Grading Permit

• Application on the website

• Submit:
• Site plan

• Erosion control bond estimate

• Completed application

• Who signs the application:
• Certification

• Erosion Control Responsibility
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Review Process

• Back and forth between staff 
and design team

• Release held for other 
departments

• Set a permit release meeting
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Grading Permit Release Meeting

• Who should attend

• Review expectations/conditions

• Deliver final plans & erosion 
control bond

• Pay permit fee
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On Site Inspections: 
Before Grading

• Install erosion control measures per approved plans

• Contact City staff for inspection(s)
• Erosion Control

• Environmental Considerations

• Refer back to Grading Permit from the release meeting

• Grading prior to an inspection will result in a Notice of Violation 
(NOV) and possible fines
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On Site Inspections: 
During Construction

During Construction:

• Self-monitoring program 
required

• Expect random inspections of 
site during construction
• Complaints
• Rain events
• Check-In

• Inspecting for erosion AND 
pollutant control (see handout)
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On Site Inspections: 
Occupancy

• Contact city staff for occupancy inspection
• Application and payment ($100 per inspection)

• Temporary Occupancy due to weather delays (30-45 days)

• Process goes smoothly with active communication

• Final Occupancy recommendation triggers release of erosion control 
bond

• Schedule inspections with other departments separately
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New Unified Development Ordinance (UDO)

Important change:

• Tracking: 
• Previous UDO: “Any sediment 

reaching a public or private street 
shall be removed by street 
cleaning (not flushing) by those 
responsible before the end of 
each workday.”

• New UDO: “Any sediment that 
leaves the site is a violation of this 
UDO.”
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Thank you!

City Hall

401 N. Morton Street

Suite 130

812-349-3423

planning@bloomington.in.gov

• Liz Carter –
cartere@bloomington.in.gov

• Emily Venesky –
emily.venesky@bloomington.in.
gov
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