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Monroe County Historic Preservation

Board of Review
Agenda

REGULAR MEETING
North Showers Building
501 N. Morton Street, Room 224
Bloomington, IN 47404
October 15, 2018

1. Call to Order

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes
a. September 17, 2018

3. Old Business — Board Discussion PAGE 5
a. 1809-CDU-08
Mt. Ebal Church, Conditional Use for Historic Adaptive Reuse
One (1) 1.00 +/- acre parcel in Section 23 of Clear Creek Township at 8700 S Fairfax Road.
Zoned SR/HP Overlay. (Brook & Corey Rieman)

b. 1-69 Towers, LLC Conditional Use for Wireless Communication Facility (WCF) — Cell Tower
Mount Zion Church Property, 7430 S Harmony Road.

c. 1806-COA-02

Beaumont House, Certificate of Appropriateness Application

One (1) 3.40 +/- acre parcel in Section 32 of Richland Township at 9030 W State Road 48.
Zoned AG/RR/HP Overlay. (Michelle & Darin Cardwell)

**CONTINUED BY PETITIONER**

4. New Business — Board Discussion
a. Monroe County Development Ordinance Update — Historic Preservation Ordinances

b. Board Education Item — Section 106 Presentation
5. Member Updates
6. Adjournment
Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies
or procedures to participate in a program, service, or activity of Monroe County, should contact Monroe
County Title VI Coordinator Angie Purdie, (812)-349-2553, apurdie@co.monroe.in.us, as soon as possible

but no later than forty-eight (48) hours before the scheduled event.

Individuals requiring special language services should, if possible, contact the Monroe County Government
Title VI Coordinator at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the date on which the services will be needed.

The meeting will be open to the public.




Monroe County Historic Preservation

Board of Review
Minutes

REGULAR MEETING
North Showers Building
501 N. Morton Street, Room 224
Bloomington, IN 47404
September 17, 2018

Members Present: David Vanderstel, Danielle Bachant-Bell, Debby Reed, Donn Hall, Don
Maxwell, Phil Stafford

Staff Present: Jordan Yanke, Nic Weinard

Guests Present: Michelle Cardwell, Darin Cardwell, Brook Rieman, Corey Rieman, Steve
Whyatt, Beverly Bolin, Brenda Earnshaw, Others

1. Call to Order 5:32pm.

2. Approval of Minutes
August 20, 2018 — Approved unanimously.

3. Old Business — Board Discussion Items

a. 1806-COA-02 Beaumont House — Certificate of Appropriateness Application

One (1) 3.40 +/- acre parcel in Section 32 of Richland Township at 9030 W State Road 48.
Zoned AG/RR/HP Overlay. (Michelle & Darin Cardwell)

Yanke — This is a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) request for the Beaumont House.
Additional information is included in the packet from the prior meeting. The packet includes
renderings and the approved site plan for the petition site.

Cardwells — Following up on last meeting, we sent additional information and worked with staff
to make sure there is enough detail for the Board.

Bachant-Bell — It is evident that staff and the petitioner worked together and addressed the
Board’s request for additional detail for the certificate request.

Maxwell — Motion to approve request No. 3 (chapel) of Case No. 1806-COA-02 and
continue request No. 2 of Case No. 1806-COA-02 to the next regular meeting in October.
Reed — Second.

Motion carried 6-0.

b. 1-69 Towers, LLC Conditional Use for Wireless Communications Facility (WCF) — Cell
Tower; Mount Zion Church Property, 7430 S Harmony Road

Yanke — The case is now set to be heard on November 7" by the Board of Zoning Appeals. Will
keep everyone in the loop regarding the meeting. No update from the state thus. The petitioner
has to decide to either have the case heard by the Board of Zoning Appeals on November 7" or
withdraw the case. There are no additional continuances allowed per the Rules of Procedure.
Board Discussion — Please keep us informed and let us know if the state has any updates.



4. New Business — Board Discussion

a. Mt. Ebal Church, 8700 S Fairfax Road (Brook & Corey Rieman)

Riemans — Here today to discuss with the Board the fact that we would like to file for a
conditional use to use the historic structure on the site for a Tourist Home or Cabin. Per staff, the
conditional use is classified as Historic Adaptive Reuse. Also asking for comments and potential
support.

Yanke — This is a property that Planning has been able to confirm was designated in 1981 and is
permitted to file for the adaptive reuse. It is a conditional use filing that is heard at the Board of
Zoning Appeals, same as the Beaumont House earlier this year.

Bachant-Bell — The property owners (Riemans) have done a good job with maintenance and
upkeep with the structure and property.

Vanderstel — Concur with the fact the owners have done a quality job with the place.

Board Discussion — General consensus that the property owners have done a good job with the
historic site/structure and that the proposed use would be a good fit within the structure.

Public Comment: (Recording On File)

Bolin — Concerned about the parking on the historic site that has been blocked by the owners.
The parking has been used for many years on the historic site to access the cemetery across
Fairfax Road. Have members with me this evening that share the same concerns.

Earnshaw — Same concerns and would like to see the property owners grant the public an option
to park on the site.

Vanderstel — Advise the people that are here tonight to speak with the Township Trustee and an
attorney about the situation. The Historic Preservation Board of Review does not have purview
over this matter. The Board is only discussing the proposed use that the owners presented.
Bachant-Bell — The Board has no say in the parking matter. It is a private issue.

Reed/Stafford — Encourage each side to try and find a solution that works if it is agreed upon.

5. Member Updates

Yanke — Will shoot for the Section 106 presentation next meeting.

Bachant-Bell — Would be beneficial to create a list of locally designated properties and add it to
the county’s website.

Stafford — Brought up the issue of historic walls, one of which was demolished recently. Is there
any option to protect these or have a better inventory? Maybe a grant for a survey from the
Historical Society or Indiana University?

6. Adjourned 7:21pm.



Brook and Corey Rieman
8803 S Fairfax Road

o . @@@ > 9 Bloomington, IN 47401
Monree County Historic Preservation Board ﬁ‘”“}j” : “g?)\‘
501 N Morton St., Suite 224 = A A e
Bloomington, IN 47404 ) ?\}&”“““ September 4, 2018
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Dear Historic Preservation Board,

My husband and { are writing to request local historic designation for Mt, Ebal Church located at 8700
5. Pairfax Rd in Bloomington. We believe this action will actually help preserve fhis historic siructure
irito the future by allowing us to apply for a historic overlay, allowing us to adaptively reuse the
building as an Airbab, a use of the property that allows the public to experience the building, as well.

The church’s rich history is well documented in newspaper clippings archived in the Monroe County
History Center and the Monroe County Library. This simple Methodist Church was built in 1872 by
rmembers of the original congregation living on land which is now within Monroe Resetvoir. The
lumber for the church was sawn at a mill located just down the road at Fairfax and then brought to the
site by a team of oxen. The church was in continuous use until the late 1960°s when the congregation
dwindled and stopped holding services. This led to the building being vacant and falling into a state of
disrepair for over 10 years. In 1978, it was fortunately purchased by Bloomington Restorations Inc.
which then restored to its original condition. BRI sold the property (with deed restrictions) to Jay and
Judith Elis who used the building as a rental facility for weddings and other functions, To our
knowledge, the church was used for this purpose for at least 25 years. According to the Monroe County
Interim Report of 1989, Mount Ebal Church is “the best-preserved of the many frame country churches
in the county™. In 2008, Mr. Ellis’ replaced the outhouses with modern resirooms located just west of
the building. In 2011, Mr. Ellis passed away and his wife decided to sell the property. Brook's father,
Gerald J Pagac purchased the property and deeded it to us.

In 2012 with the assistance and blessing of the Historic Preservation Board, we received a use variance
from the Board of Zoning Appeals to use the building as a photography studio. In 2017 due to life
changes including fostering children and not having the time for the photography business, Brook
closed the business. We decided to convert the church into a home by adding a modem bathroom and
kitchen, while keeping the rest of the space intact and in its original state. We planned to move into the
space as Corey was planning to change jobs and we were going to need a new residence. In the end,
Corey did not get the new job and we are required to continue to live onsite as part of his job with State
Paiks. Since the building was sitting empty, we decided to try Airbnb, We thought this would allow
people to appreciate the historical significance of the property and generate some income to help
maintain the property. People loved the space and experiencing all of the history for themselves, We
recently received a letter from the county and have ceased operations as an Airbnb and are seeking to
receive the historic designation that would allow us to legally adaptively reuse if in this way, helping
ensure that this unique 146 year old building will be preserved for the future. Many times over the
years, people have stopped to thank me while I was washing windows or doing yard work. One
memorable time, a woman stopped her car and with tears in her eyes, handed me a $20 and thanking
me for taking such loving care of her great grandmother's church. This building means so much to so
many in the community and we love sharing it with others. We hope to continue to do so in this way.




Thank you for your cousideration of this vequest.

Sinw\ |
i (e

Brook and Corey Rieman
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Dear Board of Zoning Appeals,

Six years ago, we came in front of this board to request a use varlance to use the Historic
Mount £bal Church building, that we own, as a photography studio. We were granted the use
variance at that time after we added the reguired landscaping to meet the commercial
requirements of the county. After using the building for this purpose for 4 years, our family
situation changed and Brook had o discontinue her photography business in order to care for
two special needs foster children in our care. For a time we thought we would be moving into
the building, so we added a small bathreom and open-concept kitchen inside to make it a
livable space. in the end, Corey did not get the job which would have required the move so we
looked for other options to use the structure in a way that could produce an income for our
family while at the same time creating funds for upkeep of the historic building.

We woauld like to reguest a Historic Adaptive Reuse of this property to use it as an Airbnb. We
have learned that under the Monroe County Zoning Ordinance, Airbnb is considered “Tourist
Cabin” use. Using this building as an Airbnb is very low-impact to the structure, as we only have
two guests at a time, usually couples looking to spend the weekend near the lake. Using the
building as an Airbnb has no greater impact than it had as a photography studio and it resides
next door to a large commercial operation (restaurant and bar).

The building has a rich history which is well documented in newspaper clippings in the Monroe
County Library and the Monroe County History Center. This simple Methodist Church was built
in 1872 by members of the original congregation who lived on the land which is now under
Monroe Reservoir. The lumber for the church was sawn at a mill located at Fairfax and brought
1o the site by a team of oxen. The church was in continuous use until the late 1960’s when the
congregation dwindled and stopped holding services. This led to the building being vacant and
falling into a state of disrepair for over 10 years {1970's}. In 1978, it was fortunately purchased
by Bloomington Restorations, inc. (BRI} as their flagship acquisition. Using a grant from Indiana
Landmarks, BRI restored the building to its original condition and sold the property (with deed
restrictions) to Jay Ellis who used the building as a rental facility. To our knowledge, Mr. Ellis
used this building for rental purposes for at least 25 years. In 2012, Brook’s Father Purchased
the property and we {Brook and Corey} now own it. Today, 146 years after it was built, the
exterior of the church loaks almost identical to the way it did when it was built. According to
the Monroe County Interim Report of 1989, Mount Ebal Church was “the best preserved of the

many frame churches in the county”.




Over the [ast 6 years, using the building for a business afforded us the opporiunity to put
money into the upkeep of the church. We refinished the original wood floor, repaired all of the
plaster which was peeling off the walls and ceiling when we purchased it. We repainted the
exterior, painstakingly re-glazed al! of the window panes and hired a structural engineer to
advise on an issue with the walls moving outward, potentially compromising the structure. This
issue was remedied with the instailation of guttering to direct water away from the huilding.
We also repaired the sill plate and rotted siding on the front of the building. Additienally, we
removed a fence and front patio which were installed by Mr. Ellis {before we purchased it) and
were not authorized by the covenanis of BRI. Our family has taken great pride in our role as
stewards of this building and have enjoved bringing it back to life. Many neighbors and
community mernbers have commented on the job we have done and expressed their gratitude

that the building has found a new life.

We would like the chance to continue 1o use this building in a way that generates income that
we can use to keep it up in the condition that we have so far while also providing a modest
income for our family. As you probably know, buildings which are rarely used fall into disrepair,
sadly this had already been the case 2 times in the life of this church. Using the building as an
Airbnb allows the public to experience the unique, rich history of this building. Inside, we have
all of the articles we have collected about the church, including some very interesting ones. One
such article provides a very colorful depiction of a shooting that accurred at the Mount Ebal
Church ice eream social in 1909. People love reading about the history of this church and it
reminds them of years gone by and churches that they attended in their youth. We love being
able to share this history with others. Some guests have come from states away, saying they
chose our place above all others because they wanted a chance to stay in such a unigue
historical structure. They ended up falling in tove with Bloomington as a result, and plan on

returning.

in conclusion, we hope you consider our request for Historic Adaptive Reuse of the building as a
Tourist Cabin. We hope to share this historic structure with others for many years to come.

Sincerely,

Bohh o € <

Brook, Corey, Lily and Briar Rieman T&@@;@)

f(;,? 11 T
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Historic Mt Ebal Church
Variance Request
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Disclaimer:

Printed: 04/22/12
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Disclaimer:

Printed: 07/09/12




* By BILL PITTMAN 3
Tha Hews Indlana-Blosminglon Bursad’

SMITHVILLE, Ind. — ®lysses S.
Granl had just begun his second term
as president in 1872 when carpenter
Dan Chambers starled framing up’'the
modest building that was fo be Mt
Ebal charch.  + -0 EL
David and Anthony Deckard, fa-
ther and son, had used a feam of oxen
to haul fimber cut of the woods fo be
made into ptanks at Joho Stullz's
water-powered sawmill at. Fairfax.
.Members of- the congregalion- had
raised’$550 wilh 325 denatiens from 22
families and individuais. Mel Whisén-
and had given the land, .
‘The little church was.dedicated’in
1873, and the congregation formied 3s
a Sunday school class sponsered by
the- Indizna Methodist Conference in

- 1869 began nearly 100" years of exis-

fepce. . - - R
ML Ebal followed the downward
curve,of other churches of ils era ‘Wwith
changing social palterns, the influencé
-of the auomobile and the rise of
factions within the chirch. After Mon!
roe Reservoir was completed, displac:
ing many of the families, who called

Mt Ebal -their spicitual home, the 3

churcii-sat empty and unused almost
10 years. - -

Community Cenfer

Now with a pew roof, refinished |
floars, newly plastered walls, rebuilt |
pews, plastic screens fo protect the |
original window panes and a new coat |-

of paint, Bt Ebal beckons o be used

again as a center of commuhily life. |-

It took a while. e

In 1977, Urmy Chambers and Her-
bert Lucas began agitating’ for " the
United Methodist Seuth Indiana Con-

ference to restore the building. Chamn-

bers said he had three reasons for
wanting the building preserved.

“The ecarpaniter, Dan Chambers,
was my gréat-uncle, and the Deckards
were my yreal-grandiather and grand-
talner. The cherch is a landmark n
¢he area withoul doubl. A third reason

s that the cemetery across the road is
practicall inacgessibl

ithout the-

church yard lo park in,” he said. . o
. ~=The Melhodisls wantéd to sell the

church as a house” Chambers said'™

Instead, the church was purchased by
Bloomington Restorations Ine. jn 1978
with a grant. from the Historic Land-
marks Foundation of -Indiana. Addi-
tjonal small grants have been used lo
domplete $he restoration, and last July

the church was rededicated in an
opan house and yang with hymns by -

the Saczed Harp Singers. - _
$1,500 Price Tag ~*

. Rosemary Millér

First we tried lo get the state to'do iL,
and couldn't get them inderesfed in iL.
The Methodist hoard suggested they

*might sell it-fo us cheap, even though
the land was assessed at about §15,000:

Affer about a year®and d half, we
negotiated. with the Melhodisis and
with a loan from the Historic. Land-

. Bloomington’
. Restoration Inc."said;-“We worked: a
. long time on resloving the chuich.

- separate doors, as well,

Wadnesday, Se

marks
» iThe church has been restered as it
wa§_in the Deginning — there is no
hea, no plumbing and no electricity.
And the pews arc divided as they
were at first for the women on one
side and men an the other” There are

Foundation. bought it for

-Missing, however, is the bell tower.
Mis. Miffer said BRI has begun raising
money to build one. -, - -

- The original bell is in pri
ership in Lafayelte: - o~ 5. S
- 4e have been offered similar
fietls, but there is a chance we may be

até own-

“sblé to buy back the one that was
Jhere,” she said. AL

- *BRE is .encouraging

u;e “of the

“charch as a community -cénter ani

-*We- want the church to be used. |
- ant justsit there and deterioral
" again, it has Lo be alive,

several organizations have scheduled

- evénts there and at least'two wed-
dings are on the calendar for spring.

~:Jpann 'Steele, alsp of BRI, said,

15
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OUR COMMUNIIY CHURCHES EEt

CHES =7
IFirst Congregation in Mt. Ebal Methodist
Church Met af Sehool House in Year 1869

The Bt Ebal Methodist
LC-hurch, as the church in {he
a6, Enal weighborhosd was

“ﬁlame@n Nov. 14, 1875, is a
;’éb\@ rite onevoomed frame
?3& illing facing the east,
@ Thachurch cemetery is dj-
@g L obpasitegtiie front of
= e churely
: ‘g% %ﬁ | I"- o

The,\-]n‘i’c‘l’izma Methodizt Con-
Hepst®E firsl organized a class
28 the schnol house m the
oS ivear 1869, near where the
telureh now stands. The Jand
was given by Mel SWhisenand
for the ehurch which +was
built in 1872,

The men of the conimunity
assisted Dan  Chambers in
building the slepcture for the
worship of God.  Part of the
logs were supplied by David
Deckard ard hanled By An-
theny *“Uncle Bud” Deckard,
with a teawwn of oxen.

Some of the other neigh-
Lorg fuinished logs, and some
bronght lumber, whicl had
been sawed b wafer power at
Fairfas b Yol Siultz. Ihe
sills of the chuych were rivan
by Steven Duviz and fumbey

— —itfor the pews wag given by

1Calvin Wisley, - L
The lime kiln wag burat a-
ESRAT varslesotticel whepeo o oo MR H
the chureh " stands, on the farm owned Hirarn Howard, Matthew Buteher, My and
by Paul Seott.  This worl, too. was Sons THE John Howard, My, and Myg James
by neighbors interested in seeing z chureh Kellv, Lizgie Richardson, 3r. and Ilys.

et

[ ra———

erected in their eohimuaity  Robert Wilson, My, and Mys, Dan Chambers,
Eack of the foliowing men and families M- and Mrs, Isae Mitehell. s
denated towards the building of the  Dldest member of the congregation is 77-

new church: John Seott, Alexander Mercer, J-E;,I.L?](I .Ehuetl' _L“C_?S' .
Washington Mercer, Joe Lucas, Jatnes Lucas, i;ei-eczll];;il gl;iz;;sn:;;f;’:]_:agealg’ ?D:E:_LE;:’
Pete Lucas, Dravig Deckard, Calvin Wistey, ! s congrega-:
Leonard Litz, am Pervy, el YWhisenand, an]a]le the ED'te\i:s:'llen](lsSMaI]dm%Bak‘er, }-Iu]g'h‘
Tsaze Mitehell, Hewry Nikirk, Calvin Young, C'lﬂz(‘:;emul\s[e,se Ao, Sy ;g“:] W g
‘George  Mercer. Hiram Butcher, James Utizzee, Mose ns, enny ams, Silas
X;'cur?\rard Famey Harrell, ' Authonw Cham-- 2dams, Clande Sitnors, Charles Laken, Swmith
Gers, Jr. "Antho}w Chzm;berq ) Si:. David Harner, Peicy Botwell, #am Stutges, George
C,‘hm,nbgyg and John Ilasrell, Buudy, John MeHenvy, W, W Lineberry,
Ote vf the Jast 't; £ ting house THeholas Stoith, Paul Emery, Rev. Ziwmer-
° 0L the last parts o 1e meeting houge man, Ralpl Owings, Alonzo Hamiltor, Roszs
le e vofistructed was g hiteh-rack avound ennett, Rerv. Ashbaugh Lloyd Sawver

- . 1 Fa <l I
the churel for the members to ¢ their Carl Ni,kirk Alfred Chuas’tain ‘Fi'ed Pé\'n,
horses to during services, Risiveey L Hea B
wrses to during the services olds, Osear Williams, Jamies Cox, Jr., and

l_ThE, church was dedicated for al to oI the present pastor, Paul Haywoed, of Blogm.
ship it by the Rev, Hugh Stackhouse, in field. i

1873,

Charter members were DMy, and Mos.
David Deckard, Ay, and Mrs, Sam Pevry,
M. and Mre. Joe Tnwng. fifv ond dtae 701

Present officers of the church are: Mys,
Clara Yisley, Sunday Schiool Superittend-
ent; Miss Dorothy Senth Sumdne ©itae.:

16




. L TIANA B
¥, EBAL METHODIST CHURCH ’(“&mL/ g:g

The ¥¥. Ebal church is located three m@lns souln of Smithville
on Fairfax Road. The original building, which wis erected in 187.
Is still used for services, and a uniqﬁe fecture of tihe church (in
this day and age) is the 2 by & railing which extends do.n the center
of the church dividing the pews. In former days, the men sat on ine
soutn side of the church, while the women occupled tae pews uvn the
north side.

The larpge one-room frame building faces the ~ust anl was bullt
on ground donateld by del Whisenand. Altaoug: 1% tas © it in 1874,
it was not named until November 14, 1875,

Prior to the erection of the church building, mee ings vere o0
in the neighboring uchool house where a ¢1a3s was orgasized in 171 4.

Revivals were nald often and old tinersc s.y thabt so gre.t was the

enthusiasm of the people, especially when the Fev. flugh 3tcckhouse

was p.rachning, that the building would rnot accoanodate the crovds

Hany stood under c¢he eaves in the rain to hear hi-. <§§@§§§§9
The church cemetery is directly opposite the {ront @§$§th%§@

{?,

The men of the community assisted Dan Chazbers in builq&?a the LSO
structure for the worship of Yod. Part of the logs were Sprlig@yﬁQ?b%’
by David Deckard and hauled by Antihony "Uncle Sudh Decnar@§ﬁ§§ih a
team of oxen,

Some of the other nelighbors furnished logs, and seme brought
lumber, which had been sawed by water poawer at Fairlax by John Stultz.
The sills of the church were given by Steven Davis and lumber {or the

:

pews wus given by Calvin Wisley.,

The Time £41ln wes burnt sbout 200 moarde south of where the ehureh

17




- D
now stands, on the farm owned by Paul ;,’:"acuot;t;,f This worl, t®6; wag;,V;F
done by neighbors interested in seeling a.chufch eraected in thelr
community,

Each of the following men and families donated §25 towards the
bullding of the new church: John Scott, Alexander Mercer, Washington
Mercer, Joe Lucas, James Lucas, Pete Lucas, David Deckard, Calvin
Wisley, Leonard Litz, Sam Perry, ¥el ¥hisenand, Isaac Mitchell,

Henry Nikirk, Calvin Young, Georpge Mercer, Hiramlﬁutanerg James
Woodward, James Harrell, Anthony Chambers, Jr., Anthony Chambers,
5re, Davlid Chambers and Johﬂ‘ﬁarrella

One of' the last parts of the meeting house to be censtructed

was a hitch-rack around the church for the members to tie their

oy T t:’*\“\{if (':_E;?j—ﬁ
horses to during the services. E@i@yﬁ;ﬁﬂﬁ* L

The church was dgdicated for all to #orshiin 1%E?M2?Wﬁﬁ?evg

Hugh Stackhouse, in 1873.
' PLANMING

Charter members were Mre.and Mrs. David D@@@@Nﬁ%mﬂ%fvand MTS .
Sam Perry, Hr. and ¥rs. Joe Lucas, #r. and Mrs. John Lucas, ¥r. and
Hrs. James Lucas, Mr. and #¥rs. HBenry Nikirk, ¥r. and urs. Cally
Richardson, snd ¥r. and Mrs, Silas Adanms,

Mr. and ¥rs. Washington dercer, Mr. and ¥rs. Alexander kercer,
Mr. and ¥rs. William Butcher, Mr. and'&rs, Calvin Wisley, ar, and
Mrs. Anthony Deckard, kr. and Hrs. Leonard Litz;, ¥r. and Yrz. vel
Whisenand, Mr, and uMrs. Antnony Chambers, Mr, and ¥rs. Dan Chanbers,
ana ¥r. end srs, John Scott.

wr. snd Mrs. John Moward) . and Megs MHiram Hnward) Mel Sna
W¥we wabbnew Butcher, Lizzie Richardon, #r. and idrs. Japes shelley,

¥r. and Mrs. Robert Wilson, Mr. and iirs. Issac Mitchell, and others.,

Oldest member of the congregation is 77-year-old Fimer Lucas.

18
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Former pastors whose names are mewnembered by sevé;éi;ﬁi
of the congregation are the Reverends Malﬁoh ﬁaker? SQnJy ﬁ#j :
Clyde Simons, Perry Blxwell, John VcKennyBlPaul Fmery, Ralph b@iﬁgsp
Hugh Stackhoﬁse, Wesley Cazee, Charles Laken, Szm 3turgeon, . N.
Lineberry, Rev. Zimmerman, Ross L. Bennett, D. Flood, Yose Adams
smlth Harper, George Bundy, Nicholas Smith, Alonvo Hamilton, C.
Chastain, and others,

Fresent officers of the church are: Mrs. Cl#ra Wisley, Sunday
Hchool Superintendent; Miss Dorothy Ecott, Sunday School Secretary;
%illls Souders, Sunday School Treasurer. Trusteecs of the church
are Willis Souders, Elmer Lucas and Wayne Wisley. The Church Trea-
surer is Warren Wisley., Mrs. Anna Mitchell is pianist. HMrs. Mildred
Wisley is song leader.

Services at the church are: Sunday School each Sunday at 10
ofclock, Church Services the second and fourth Sunday of each month
at 11 otclock.

Average attendance at the church sarvices is 35.

(This was the schedule for the year 1953.) i§ﬁ§$
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Mt., Ebal Church
Needs Help

Follow Highway 37 South to Fairfax Road. Take Fairfax
Road ro Lake Monroe. As you approach the Fairfax Recre-
ation Arca and the Inn of the Four Winds you will pass a
smatl, white frame church, the Mo Ebal Church, with a
small cemetery across the road. The c]mrc;h_ww_ﬁﬁl
and major efforts are b.;ingj madce ?)—:m it to s original
state. The (hurch now LMEWorn md ds L{pndatcd wis once

hived (’”jf_‘_‘_—'liﬁf?“' C()\'c,lcd b) _cikc Mmuo& Hon]_c*;‘lhof
other members siood where we now sce condominiums, a
£0lT course or a _morcl. The construction of the building
Takes us lmiﬂl;jﬁ(}&g_l&_c_\bﬁgugglngg__guatoma of ganocher
dav—rthe )c“?\% are divided intg rwo_sections. one for men
and one for women and there are rwo doors, also one for
0 doors, alsg once I

fﬂ(_‘ﬂ ‘AHE ONne 105 woInen
SRS AN S Sl

2 long history. It bepan as a class, orgapized by the Indiana

Kethodist Conference in 1869 in a schoolhouse which
v T e . -

stood near the present site of the church. The building was

buil in 1872 on land donated by Mel Whisenand, As was

customary in those davs, the men of the community assisted

an Chambers in building the sorvcrure, Chambers’ grave
T N -
15 1n the cemetery across the road from the church he buile
- Logs were furnished by David Deckard and hauled by
Anrhogy__ﬂ Uncle Bud”” Deckard with atcam of oxen. Ocher
neiphbors furnished logs and lumber which were sawed by
warer power at Fairfax by John Sruliz, Records show that
donations of $25 were given toward the building fund by a
Total of 22 members or Jamilies, The Church was dedicated
By the Rev. Huph Srackhouse in 1873, Charier memhers
MM:. and Mrs. David Deckard, Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Perry, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Lucas, Mr. and Mrs. John Lucas,
Mr. and Mrs. James Lucas, Mr. and Mrs. Pere Lucas, My,
and Mrs. Henry Nikirk, Mr. and Mrs. Silas Adams and
Mrs. Sally Richardson. Others were Mr. and Mrs, Wash-
ington Mercer, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Mercer, Mr. and
Mrs. Withiam Butcher, Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Wisley, Mr.
and Mrs. Anthony Deckard, Mr. and Mrs, Leohard Litz,
Mr. and Mrs. Mel Whisenand, Mr. and Mrs. Antmy
Chambers, Mr. and Mrs. J John Qrot( Mr. and Mrs. Hiram
Howard, Marthew Buicher, Mr. and Mrs. john Howard,
Mr. and Mrs. James }filb, jzzic Richardson, Mr, and
Mrs. Robert Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Chambers, and Mr.
and Mrs. Isaac Mitchell. After irs dedication in 1873, the
church was used as a place of worship until ,when it
closed. The building was then owned by the United
Mcihodist Southern Indiana Conference which, although
unable to mainiain the buiding, recognized iis hiswaric
significance, In 1978, the building was purchazed for $1500
By BRI with 2 Joan from the Historic Landmarks Foundation

of Tndiana
‘Rloomingtorn ‘Restorations Ine.

A Foundation for Hisloric Preservation in Monroe County
P.0O. Box 1522, Bloominglon, IN 47402

Interview With j 0NN eé: Pt

The fcl}owmg quesrtions were asked q‘;ﬁgfﬁ‘ifmc Steele who
has been active in the restoration 88%he church up 1o this
point.

How did BRI become involved with the Mi. Ebal Church?

BRI gotinvolved in 1977 when Norris Wenrwosh brovght
the late Urmy Chambers and Herberr Lucas into my shop
and asked who they could contact to help save the Mc. Ebal
Chirch, BRI applogg}:cd the Methodist Conference to see if
the building could be saved. We also got in touch with the
Deparument of Narural Resources to see if they could use it
in connecrion with the Lake Monroe development but they
were not interested. At the same ume, we learned that
Historic Landmarks of Indiana had money to lend and
wanted to try a short-term grant with a local organizavon.
Reid Williamson, of that organization, met with me and
Rosemary Miller and gave us ideas for drawing up a grant
proposal. The proposal was wrirten and the grant was g
funded for the $1500 it ook to buy the building in 1978.

What was done then?

We learned abour Community Devcio ment_money

which was available from HUD Tor the Smishville arga and
L m— - [
another proposal was written for a grant of $5000, We got “

that for the beginning of the restoration,
What bas been done up to now o resiore the building ?

The Communiry Dcvclopmem funds were used oa the re-
placement of thE shingles, re sairing and replacing glass in
WWQCW storm windows that will protett
the old glass once the windows are put it back in. Volunteers
removed the windows {rom the church and anempied to

remove the paint. This rurned out to be a very big job, and

after much hard work by many people, Mr. Galloway of the
continued on nexi page . . . e?‘_,.:‘
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ORDINANCE OF 1H
Co MONROE

&l ORDINANCE 70 AMEKD THE HOW

Uhereas the faard of Cowplesionars of Monrot
‘prdinance and adopted a Zoning Map on thée 3w
cordinance and Maps ara new-inm@fpmratéé?iﬁ'the'_ _ LGk
CIndlans, and whercas the %@ﬁ:ﬁe.G@uﬁtngiaﬁ:Cﬂmmiﬁéiﬁn hag reconmende
‘gatd Zoning Map be amended by the Board, £ conmiselonars af Monvos Counk
Tudions, under authoredy of Chapter 1746f the £:1974 08 the Gdrey
Asgenbly of the. State of Indiansl] :
SECTION 1.
That sald map encitled “Honroa  County
19k be amended to reclassify
et part of the South falf ofjthe Horth Eadtig Taf
Yesk quartar,af,Seatiaﬁ,twaﬁtyythreaﬁﬁﬁwﬁghipxﬁavengﬁaﬂge
pepinning at the centar of tha Blogmidpte and Snlen.Brate.
where the county rond teadingiire iHafrﬁﬁsﬁu{gfint&ﬁsﬁets53
voad on the aforesald deseribed Beftlon thénceJSauth'iﬂ_fcdg;,.
‘weat 16 vods, thence Narth-la;réd%"thancé’ﬁag'”16_rcﬁﬁlt0 the,
af beginniﬂg.cantaiﬁing GnE  BUTE) : i ' e

RS IDENTIAL TO SPECIAL HISTOREC

SECTION 11, .
'That this owéinnﬁéé shall be fn’ ful Eofée;ané aff

&b
passage and spproval by the foard afwﬂomm;sgiﬁnergfaf‘anrﬁe Countys

Tndiana, Passed and adopted by the Bdard ok Qdmmiﬁgiaﬁarg of Honroa
gounty, Indians gé:ﬁhaéﬁgééﬁay_@f_*fzﬁiuﬁ;;J,1?' prev b

//

A

i Qf’c" r.{‘,é,‘w-ﬁ’*}
g R Tmpeon e 0
Honroe Counby Awditer.




By BILL PITTMAN

The Haws indtens-Biesalngten Buresy

SMITHVILLE, Ind, — Ulysses S
Grant had just begun his second lerm
as president in 1872 when carpenter
Dan Chambers started framing up the
modest building that was to be Mt
Fhal church. '

David and Anthony Deckard, fa-
ther and son, had used a team of oxen
¢ haul timber out of the woods to be
made inle planks al John Stultz's
water-powered sawmill at Fairfax.
Members of the congregation had
raised $550 with $25 donations from 22
tamilies and individuals. Mel Whisen-
and had given the land.

The Hitle church was dedicated in

1878, and the congregation formed as
a Sunday school class sponsored by
the Indiana Methodist Conlerence in
1869 began nearly 180 years of exis-
fence.

Mt. Ebal followed the downward:
curve of other churches of its era with
changing social patterns, the influence
of the automobile and the rise of

within the ghurch. AL

]
it empty

th a new roof, refinished.
newly plastered walls, rebuill

lastic screens o protect the

piritual ome, the.
and unused almost.

ommunity Center

jindow panes and a new. coal

is that the cemelery across ihe road is
practically inaccessible withoul the
chureh yard io park in,” he said.

“The Meihodisis wanted to sell the
church 2s a house,” Chambers said.
Instead, the church was purchased by
Blooringlon Restorations Inc, in 1978
with a grant from the Hisloric Land-
marks Foundation of indiana. Addi-
tional small granls have been used lo
gomplete the restoration, and last July
the church was rededicated in an
open house and rang with hymns by
the Sacred Harp Singers.

$1,500 Price Tag

Rosemary Miller of Bloomington
Resloration Inc. said, “We worked a
long iime on restoring the church.
First we tried o get the state 10 do it,
and couldn’t get them interested in it
The  Methadist board . sugpested they
might sell it to us cheap, even though
the land was assessed af aboul $15,000.
After about a year angd a hall, we
negoliated with the Methodists and
ith from the Historic Land

BEbE: INELWED EORIOLL, E3RIL ETEMLIRIRMR

Mt Ebal Church in Monioe County to be used again.

S——

marks Foundation bought it for
$1.560."

The church has been restored as it
was in the beginning — there is no
heat, no plumbing and no electricity.
And the pews arc divided as they
were at first for the women on ont
cide and men on the other, There are
separate doors, as weil,

Missing, however, is the bell tower.
Mrs. Miller said BRI has begun raising
money to build one.

The original bell is in privale own

“ership in Lafayette.

“We have been offered similar
bells, but there is a chance we may be
able io buy back the oenc that was

“here.” she said.

BRI is encouraging wse of the
chureh as a communily cenler and
several organizations have scheduled
events there and at leasl two wed-
dings are on the calendar for spring.

Joann Steele, also of BRI, said,

“We want the church to be used. It

canl jusi sit there and deteriorale

“again, it has to be alive.”

22
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Ketcham's gristmill in the northwest corner ity HO“_E
of the township on Clear Creek served the }\1/941_15
needs of many nearby settlers, including A;E
rany of the inhabitants of Indian Creek
Township. Ketcham was also known for his o1 Hous
business acumen, lively conversation and Coth
his hospitality to travellers, His log Arch
“dog-trot’” house stood near Clear Creek
until recently, and his son’s house still 012 Hou:
stands on Fluck Mill Road. Bung
(115)
When Clear Creek Township was officially
established in 1818, several families had 013 glou’
already settled in the arca later organized as Mount Ebal Church (50004) Builf in 1872 by d;g%
Harrodsburg. These enterprising early men from the community, under the direction of
settlers sent flatboats loaded with grain, carpenter Dan Chambers, Mt. Ebal Church was 014 Hous
pork and lumber to southern markets, dedicated in 1873. It belonged to the United Bung
beginning a tradition that continued in Methedist Southern Conference until 1978 when (115
Harrodsburg until the 1880s. Fairfax, on Salt Bloomingion Restorations, Inc. purchased it and
Creek, another early community in Clear restored it to its original appearance. It is the 015 Hous
Creek Township, Hlourished from the 1830s best-preserved of the many frame country B‘“j&?
to the 1850s. Smithville, which was founded churches in the county. (113)
to accommodate railroad workers in the
1850s, grew as a result of the nearby 016 }D{g::;
limestone companies to reach a population 00¢ O Mt. Ebal Church, 8699 Fairfax Cone
of 375 in 1910. Road; Greek Revival, 1872;
Architecture, Religion; MCHD 017 How
Although the Salem limestone belt runs (009} Doul
through much of Clear Creek Township, y s Cons
quarr?ing has been limited to the Smithville s ¢ 310 "zsi’ggg?\f lobart Fofad’ Gabled-
area, The township’s residents have CC;HS'“'(UCQ{O[’:(]F }aqc)u ar 018 Hou:
capitalized instead on its areas of good ’ Roac
farmland, its scenic beauty, and its 006 C House, 9450 Strain Ridge Road; Vern
proximity to inajor north-south Double-pen, ¢.1900; Vernacular/ 019 How
thoroughfares. Construction (115) ' Rgalc
007 ¢ House, 9092 Shain Ridge Road; Vern
No. Rig. Description (Bltirzg;alow, £.1925; Architecture 020 How:
o .
001 C House, 3635 Cleve Butcher Road; fi‘;fl‘;
Hall-and-parior, ¢.1895; s C House, 2655 Mt. Ebal Road;
Vernacular/Construction (009) Gothic Revival, ¢.1885; 021 Houw:
Architecture (115) Pass:
o0z C House, 3630 Cleve Butcher Road; o _ Cons
Gabled-ell, .1860; Vernacular/ 009 N House, 8603 Strain Ridge Road; ’
Construction (009) Hall-and-parior, ¢.1850; 022 Farre
Vernacular/Conslruction, " 37T
003 C House, §290 Fairfax Road; - Hxploration/Seltlernent (115) Vern
Double-pen, ¢.1900; Vernacular/ Educ
Construction {009)
24
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sth §fj ph.

~|1L‘:l<g\" We are not a large church, hut beeause we
};g;ir serve a great God, we are a great church,
AP 0

was

wis

wi - MT. EBAL CHURCH
ugh

The Mt Ebat Church is Jocated three miles

“the  south of Smithville on Frirfax road, The original
sor  budlding, which was crected in 1872, is st used
for specind events, and a umque featore of the
wri-  church is the 2 by 6 railing which estends dowa
mi-  the centerofthe charch dividing the pews. Tn for-
mer davs, the men sat on the south side of the
Rec  church, while the women occupicd the pews on
10 (he norih side.
ver- The karge one-room building faces the cast and
was built on ground donated by Mel Whisenand,
int- 1o the Indana Methodist Conference in i871. 1L
L In was not named until November 14, 18735,
ling Revevals were held often and oid timers say
that so great was the enthuestasm of the people,
Iias  especially when the Rev. Hugh Stackhouse wis
1of  preaching. that 1he building would not accom-
modate the crowds, Many stood under the eaves
is the rain to hear him,

The church cemetery is dircelly opposite the
front of the church.

The men of the community assisted Dan
Chambers in building the structure for the wor-
ship of God. Part of the logs were supplicd by

Tth

just

ga-

zed

ers.

i of

tife

€ns

ra

iing

and k__

it. M. Ebal Church

‘ecs

rofl

.1t David Deckard and hauled by Anthony “Uncle
of  Bud” Deckard, with a team of oxen,

3 Some of the other ncighbors furnished logs,

e, and some brought lumber, which had been

ord  sawed by water power at Fairfax by Swultz. The

od, sils of the church were given by Steven Davis

tely  and lumber for the pews was given by Calvin

ing  Wisley,

rat The fime kiln was burnt about 200 yards south

ter- of where the church now stands, on the farm

nt-  owned by Paul Scont, This work, too, wasdone by

the  neighborsinterested in secinga church erected in

ild- e community.

Each of the following men and familics donat-
gol  ed $25 toward the building of the new church:
- fohn Scoit, Alexander Mereer, Washington Mer-
ner  cer, Joe Lucas, James Lucas, Pete Lucas, David
mg.  Deckard, Calvin Wisley, Leonard Litz, Sam Peps

" i

presented plans for o present building. The
first services were held in it on February 201974,

Atready s buitding Tand is growing for future
expanston. Our membership is around 35U resi-
dent members. We do not cliim perfection but
we are & harmomous and fniendly people. Like
the rest of humanity we have diMcultics, disap-
pointment, joys amd eapectations, However, we
share all these and are held together through &
bondgflove in Chuist Jesus, knowing He will see
usgbtough cach valley and rejoice in each tri-

I AU 5 O =

4 T

ry, Mel Whisenand, Isaae Mitchefl, Hean® Rogt
Nikirk, Calvin Young, George Mercer, Hiram,  preg
Butcher, Jomes Woodward, James Harrelli The
Anthony Chambers Jr., Anthony Chamibers St ger),
David Chambers and John Harretl, Flee

The church was dedicated, in which all could G
worship, by the Rev, Hugh Stackhouse, in 187} ya

Charter members were the Pavid Dreckaords, h

Sam Perrys, Joe Lucsses, John Lucases, James  Cly
Lucases. Henry Nikirks, Sally Richardsons, Sils i
Adams, Washipton Mercers, Alexander Mee a5

cers, Willinm Butchers, Calvin Wisleys, Antho Eld

ny Deckards, Leonard Litzs, Mel Whisenands. by
Anthory Chamberses, Dan Chantberses, Jobn' and
Scotts, John Howands, [iram Howards, Mat. Pre

thew Butchers, Lizzie Richardson. James Shek . Ay
leys, Robert Wilsons, lsaac Mitchells. and ot
Crs. plet

Pastors who served the chureh were Maldon! Ap,
Baker, Sandy Baker, Clyde Simons, Ferry Biv g5
well, John McKenny, Paul Emery. Ralgh Che
Qwings, Hugh Stackhouse, Wesley Cance; Cly
Charles Laken, Sam Sturgeon, W.M. Lincber pre
ftoss L. Bennett, D. Flond, Mose Adams, Smith' ¢y
Harper, George Bundy, MNicholas Smith, Alon: 1, ¢
Hamilton, C. Chastain, Soloman Lucas,. and ot~ Sur
crs, . ser

The chareh is pow owned ard has bee, ing
restored by Bloomington Restorations in 1984 My
Joan Steele nunages the renting of the buildinp,i- thre
Many people enjoy visiting the old church 2t aid
country weddings, memorial services and othe (Ja
functions. ! De;
.
(D
- 'He.
. Ler
* Scc
t L

MT. GILEAD
CHRISTIAN !
CHURCH }g

Mt. Gilead Christian Church is believed it ¢
have been organized in 1849 or 1850 at the home
of Presley Mathers. He had lately maved fron |
the Clear Creek Church and was living on wha ;lhé
is known as the Alexander farm. A locust grov e
near the house afforded a place for open air meek
ings in warm weather, The preacher was Wask .'“é"
inglon Houston. John C. Mathes, who helpd -;}0
him, was the vounger brother of Elder James. M! A
Mathes, who was the best known advoecate of e c
cause in tlus part of the state. The voung :
Mathes, though still working at his trade as cali, |
netmaker, was beginning to attract the favorabi f::
notice of his brethren for his zeal and abilitye,
speaking. i

The foltowing are believed (o have been men
bers from the beginning: John C. Mathes (your
ger brother of Jamces), Ruth Maties. Benjami e
Franklin Rogers {was for a long time Elder of It ne

' _{bm

church), Sophie Ropers, Catherine Gabbe
Blizabeth Buskick (Mrs. Isaac Buskirk), Mz

[ Ggaet | e knia e v

M. Glleed Christian Church
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The two-hole
outhause

at Mount
Ebal Church
as it was in
Juty 1979,
Bloomington
Restorations
did some
renovations
at the chwrch
in L98L, it
there were no
functioning
resf rooms
unhi a project
this summer
added modoem
facilities.

o, tlibr was ong @ithose GEEL,
rebfachers” B2 k.
" Built.in 1872 35 the Mount

By Dann Deany
3314350 | ddennyidheraldt.com

Jay Ellis has been busy this
summer, trying to keep a bit
of Monrae County history
alive,

He's spent more than
$60,000 restoring Mount Ebal
Chursely— a smal white frame
building vn Fatrfax Road.

*T's a gquaint litde one-
roote chureh that represents
a way of Jife frons more than
a century ago,” Eilis sabd,
“Years ago, preachers who
rode horses {rom church to

urch would Stop at Mannt g

1. My wite's reat gRang

Ebal Methodist Church, it
was restored by Bloomington
Restorations Inc. in 1981 —
and designated as an historic
structure, Ellis, owner of Elils
Floral bought the building
from BRI in 1995 and rented it
to couples for weddings.

“It didn't have rest rooms
— just a concrete block pit
toilet vut back with no heat-
ing or air conditioning,” he
said. “It was a four-holer, so
you could sit there with your
favorite friends.”

This summer, Ellis hired
workers to replace the pit
tailet with modem rest raoms
in a separate building behind
the white clapboard church,
They also covered the walls
and ceiling with a fresh coat
of eggshell paint, caulked and
painted gray the trim around
the eight i2-fout-high win-
dows — and added heating.
and air conditioning.

“My goal was to restore the
building to its original condi-
tion, plus some amenities,” he
satd. “We've kept an old pump
organ that might be original;
and the original walnut lec-
tern. We even kept the wood-
enbarrier down the middle of
the church that kept the men

Gt 7-D0r7

“We even kept the
wooten barrietr down
the middle of the church
that kept the men from
getting at the women
and vice versa; and

the twe Amish-made
entrance doors —

one for men and

onhe for women."

1AY ELLIS, who restored Mount
Ebal Church on Fairfax Road

™
-

petting at the wormbn
and vice versa; and the two
Amish-made entrance dooys
— one for men and one for
women,”

Qutside the church, Fllis
spread fresh pea gravel onthe
parking lot, enclosed the back
yard with a wiite picket fence
and built a {ront-yard patio
with tumbled stone,

“One thing I'm most happy
about is keeping a big oak
tree on the souib side of the
chureh,” he said. “It's 200 to
300 years old.”

Ellis said he hopes to some
day build a chuppah, a cano-
py-like structure that could
be used for outside weddings.
Hed alse love to refinish the
old walnut pews, which have
been painted gray.

Ellis plans to rent the refus-
bished church to peaple for
weddings, receptions, family
reunions and funerals.

And though Mount Ebal
Church has not housed rega-
lar church services since the
early 1970s, Ellis hos been
approached by two differ-
ent groups that want to have
church services there at vari-
ous times, “That made me feel
really good,” he said. “T would
love to see some chuech ser-
vices there again.”

lerald Trncs




By JOHN FANCHER
H-T Civic Afairs Edilor

Do you have some human
energy you'd Jike o volunleer
for cleaning up M Ebal Chur-
ch? Or do you have a pickup
truck thal could be used for
hauling trash away from the
sife? A brush hog would comie in
handy, teo, for culting big,
lough weeds thal have engusfed

2.0

ho offen pre-

ached at the church, located on the

" Aithough Mount

i
L

hodist circuit rider serves to in-
dicate the antiguity of the Mount

Ebal Church. It is part of the mon-

i3

Tt hias Been-said that a Methodist
preacher was onevery wagen frain
that crossed the wmountains on the
westward journey in the early 18th ©

The cemetery across the road
from the church is the burial place”
of some who were born as sarly as
1790, Although the pressnt buildi

EDITOR'S NOTE: :
Ebal Church Is:no lohger holding regu-

far Sunday services, the historic
church Is ready fo be rented for wed-

dings and other {ypes of recentions.

ument of the Rev. Marshall Wisley
corner of Fairfax and Pointe roads.

{Weissle, in CGerman) 1888-1970, 2

century. The plague of the picheer”
native of the area w

Special 5 the H-T. 1
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part ol the property

At Ebal Chureh was buill in
1872, and it js now the center of
a big restoration job  untdor-
Laken by Bloominglon Restora-
lions, Ing.

“Bul we need help,” said
Joanne Steele, member of the
board and direclor of the ML
Ebal project.

4.

ervice and is but z short drive
For more information on reserve

Hall at Smithville offers catering
1522, Bloomington, [N 47402

the north on Strain Ridge Road

ing &
division was also in  itg Mount Ebal Church, call 82

v congregation, the
parmony with the teachings of the 6172 or write to BRI at P.O. Box

ng - dig of the center pews and divided

was not built until 1872, as early as - the men from the women aur
1838 there was a log school house  church services. According o
which stood on the site behind the - beliel of the ear]
present building and served as a ‘purpose for the

church. The schocl and chureh
" were maintained by the joint ef Rible

restoration needs hel

Sleele is hoping enough pea-
e show up at 1 p.m. Sunday to
gel a lot of the work done at (he
chureh, which has been vacant
for the last six years,

By preserving the building,
she sees the facility being used
for meetings by garden clubs
and olher communitly
organizations.

“Hopefully, il also will be us-
ed by those desiring a counlry
wedding,” Steele said.

She pointed ouf anyone ishing
to have a wedding in the church
could probably make ar
rangements lo have the recep-
tion at the nearby Inn of the
Fourwinds.

“We might even gel a surrey
lo take them from the church to
{he inn,"” Sieele said.

The church is located at the
infersection of the Fairiax and
Mt. Ebal roads a short distance
from the enfranee (o the Fair-
fax Recreation Area in which is
located the inn.

Steele said Mt Ebal Charch
was destined Lo be torn down. so
Bloominglon Reslorations, Inc.,
landed a grant, bought the pro-
perty and is now in the midst of
restoring it

10 e can gel the communi-
tv's ministers interested, we'd
like to see summer church ser-
vices conducted there for peo-
ple who are vacalioning al Lake
Monroe,” Sleele said.

But, ir the meanlime, she
said: ““We do need help with the
restoration,”

Steele sald the windows of the
church have been removed and
are being refinished. Some of
the clear glass panes have been
broken, and she made Lhis
appeal:

"I anyone has the old wavy
type of glass, we'd love {0 bave
il to replace the broken panes.”

She said she hopes people also
will show up on Sunday after-
noon to help strip the painl off
the window [rames.

“Bring rubber gloves,
scrapers and paint brushes,”
shesaid.

H enough people show up,
Steele is hopeful the inside of
the struciure can be thoroughty
cleaned, and (rash hauled
away, i someone Dbrings a
pickup truck.

Anyene desiring more in-
formalion aboul the Mt Ebal
project may call Steele at work,
phone 33-1776, or at home,
phone 338-1084.
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