 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Monroe County Vote Center Committee Meeting – Draft

April 10, 2024 5:00 PM

Conference Room 100B, Showers Building North, and via Teams

Call To Order

Chair Pro-Tempore Taylor Bryant called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Also present in person were committee members Emily Alford, William Ellis, Stacy Kowalczyk, Evan Nayee, Debora Shaw, Danny Shields, Daniella Wheelock. Election Supervisor Kylie Moreland was also present. 

Ami Gandhi and Hal Turner participated via Teams. 

Committee member absent: Stephen Volan

Guests present in person: Pearl Vinard, IU student and PACE (Political and Civic Engagement) student employee, and three representatives of the IU College Democrats: Isabella Frieze, Damien, and Tim Dwyer.

Approval of Minutes
Danny Shields moved approval of the draft minutes of the March 27, 2024 meeting. Stacy Kowalczyk seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.

New Business
1. Daniella Wheelock has begun work on precinct-level data on voter turnout (percent of registered voters who actually voted) for the 2016, 2018, and 2022 elections. She is also looking at ways to present this in a geographic display.

2. IU students commented on how vote centers could improve voter turn-out on campus:

It is difficult for students to know where to vote; different dorms have different polling places and precinct lines are not obvious.

It takes time and money to vote at a non-campus site. For example, the precinct for Collins voted at Bloomington High School North in 2022. Taking the Bloomington Transit bus required about two hours for 10 minutes of voting.

Contention about the 2024 election makes some students uncomfortable; campus get-out-the-vote efforts work to make the prospect easier. Having to figure out where to vote and how to get a ride are discouraging.

Students have traditionally voted at the Indiana Memorial Union and would be the easiest location. PACE is working with IMU to assure that the room is available for Election Day; it would also be a good place for a vote center. Residential Programs and Services might be able to identify other possible locations. Accessibility and parking, which can be difficult at IMU, are important considerations for the Election Board. 

Students from vote center counties are not happy with the “you can vote in only one location” experience in Monroe County.

Election Operations (Third and Walnut) is not an easy site for student for early voting. The county might consider additional vote centers, possibly for the last two weeks of early voting.

3. Committee members discussed plans for satellite meetings to solicit views on vote centers from people outside Bloomington. The initial plan involves five locations:

Location
Possible site(s)
Possible date(s)
Committee lead

Ellettsville/Stinesville/ Bean Blossom
Ellettsville Town Hall
July
William Ellis

Harrodsburg/Clear Creek
community center
July
Taylor Bryant

Unionville
community building
August
Danny Shields

Van Buren
Fairgrounds/Highland or Grandview school
August
Kylie Moreland

IU campus
IMU or Woodburn
September
Emily Alford

We will need to work with IT experts to provide Teams coverage.

A Bloomington-focused meeting to solicit public comment could be held in the Nat U. Hill meeting room

Motion To Adjourn
Stacy Kowalczyk moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:50. Daniella Wheelock seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously
Next County Vote Center Meeting

April 24, 2024 at 5:00 PM

Conference Room 100 B, Showers Building 1st Floor

501 N Morton St, Bloomington, IN 47404

and via Teams
