
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW



Outline
● What environmental protections exist and why?
● Focus Areas for Today

○ Environmental Constraints Overlay
○ Lake Lemon Watershed Protection 

■ What is staying the same?
■ What is changing?

Environmental Review



Setup for Today - How to Communicate!

- We do want to hear from you! 
- The purpose of the slide presentations was to help you:

- Pick the right zoom room
- Help you think through the content in a different way, 

possibly larger scale
- We will have questions integrated or at the end of the slides. 

At that time, you may: Raise your hand, post a question in 
the chat, or email planningoffice@co.monroe.in.us



Helpful Zoom Tips - Joining from a Computer



Helpful Zoom Tips - Joining from a Cell Phone

Audio offAudio on



Helpful Zoom Tips - Joining from an iPad



Current Environmental 
Protections
KARST (Source: Indiana Map)

25 foot buffer around the rim of sinkholes 
(“Sinkhole Conservancy Area”)

Cannot fill in sinkholes

No driveways or structures in the Sinkhole 
Conservancy Area

Environmental Review



Why Environmental 
Protections
KARST (Source: Indiana Map)

Sinkholes in Monroe County exist 
due to the limestone bedrock 
being dissolved over time and the 
soil layer falls into a depression.

Environmental Review

Sinkholes allow for stormwater to enter our groundwater at a faster pace, 
therefore necessitating protection from channeling drainage from development to 
sinkholes.



Current Environmental 
Protections
Environmental Constraints Overlay (ECO) - Source: 
Elevate GIS

Development closest to the Lake must abide by a 
buildable area constraint (12%; 15%; or 18% depending 
on proximity to the Lake)

Certain agricultural and logging uses are restricted 
(urban vs rural)

Residential density is limited (5 acre lot sizes nearest the 
Lake)

Setbacks from riparian areas and fee take line

Environmental Review AREA 3: 
18% slope

AREA 2: 
15% slope

AREA 1: 
12% slope 



Why Environmental 
Protections
ECO Area (Source: Elevate GIS)

By protecting the slopes, we are 
avoiding soil erosion into our 
Lakes, which serve as our primary 
drinking water.

Environmental Review

Lake Monroe was completed in 1965 and was only intended to last 100 years. By 
having additional protections from development, the goal is to increase the 
longevity and health of the Lake.

Percent Slope



Current Environmental 
Protections

Environmental Review

Buildable Area (15% Slope Restrictions)

Does not allow construction of buildings to 
occur on slopes greater than 15% slope.



Why Environmental 
Protections

Environmental Review

Buildable Area (15% Slope Restrictions)

Prevent soil erosion

Prevent eliminating vegetation in areas of 
steep slope for the placement of structure to 
further prevent soil erosion



Current Environmental 
Protections
GRADING (Source: Google images)

Restricted from grading some areas of 
properties (ECO, Sinkhole Conservancy 
Areas, floodplain, etc.)

Require a permit review by Planning and 
Stormwater to prevent unintended 
stormwater flow to other properties.

Environmental Review

Require erosion control measures (pictured, silt fence), including straw blankets, preserving 
existing vegetation, etc.



Why Environmental 
Protections

GRADING 

Protections and permitting 
result in inspections and 
checking in on projects 
routinely.

Environmental Review

The goal is to reduce the amount of sediment getting into our 
waterways to protect aquatic life and our drinking water.



Current Environmental 
Protections
FLOODPLAIN

Regulated by the State of Indiana 
(IDNR) and Federal Government 
(FEMA)

Restricts new residential 
development in the floodway, and in 
other development requires following  
flood damage protection standards.

Environmental Review



Why Environmental 
Protections
Floodplain

Protect the natural environment 
and the  public.

Prevent extensive property 
damage by limiting development

Environmental Review



FOCUS AREAS
● Environmental Constraints Overlay
● Agriculture/Rural Reserve Zoning to 

Conservation Residential in the ECO
● Lake Lemon Watershed Overlay 

Environmental Review



Environmental Review



Consolidating Area 2 
and 3 to require the 
15% slope restriction 
(get rid of the less 
restrictive 18% slope 
restriction)

Environmental Review

IMAGES - 18% or greater slope shown only within the boundary of ECO Area 3



18%

15%



Why Consolidate ECO Area 2 & 3
We already have a countywide 15% slope protection that applies even 
in the ECO 3 (18% slope restriction). We hope by consolidating the 
area and having the 15% slope restriction it will be clearer to the public.

The ECO slope protection applies to driveways and other infrastructure, 
whereas the 15% countywide protection only applies to habitable structures

NOTE - no changes are proposed to ECO Area 1 (12% slope protection) 
nearest the lake.

Environmental Review



COMMENTS



Environmental Review

LEFT - Proposed 
Conservation Residential 2.5 
(CR2.5) zoning with ECO 
Areas outlined in bold

RIGHT - Existing 
Agriculture/Rural Reserve 
(AG/RR) zoning with ECO 
Areas outlined in bold

Changing the 
Zoning in the ECO 

Areas



To reduce the number of permitted uses that 
would cause nutrient loading into the Lake

Environmental Review - Why Change AG/RR 
to CR2.5



COMMENTS



Proposed Lake Lemon Watershed

Environmental Review

● This would be a NEW overlay 
● What restrictions are 

appropriate (% slope, setback 
from the Lake, etc)

● How to avoid creating 
nonconformities while 
protecting the lake



Why propose a Lake Lemon Watershed

Environmental Review

● Avoid siltation into the Lake 
Lemon area

● Extend protections beyond the 
15% slope:
○ Cover steep driveways, utilities
○ Review and possibly restrict 

logging in urban areas if in areas of 
steep slope

○ Protect the shoreline with a larger 
setback



COMMENTS

Environmental Review


